Equation (2) shows that the factor k1 has to be known in order to calculate the birefringence from the spectrum. Without knowing this factor, several authors have made assumptions concerning the wavelength dependence of the birefringence in order to calculate An from equation (2) . In his earlier communications [ The thickness of the empty sample cells is measured interferometrically [7] with an accuracy of about 0.5 percent. [7] . The clearing point dropped less than 0.1 °C. The results of the 
